Discussion Paper on Potential Development of
Parkland County Municipal Reserve Land - Acheson Industrial Area, Zone 1
March 18, 2014

The Acheson Business Association is about to turn 10 years old and over that decade it and its Members
have seen tremendous growth in the Acheson Industrial Area. As well, over that last decade, the Acheson
Business Association (ABA) have been involved in many discussions, regarding all aspects of the Acheson
Industrial Area (Acheson), not the least of which being the Parkland County - Acheson Industrial Area, Municipal
Reserve Land located in Zone 1 (MRL-Z1).

On more than one occasion, the ABA has spoken to various Parkland County officials and has appeared
before council on this very subject. Several ideas, concepts and suggestions have been put forth regarding the
potential use and allocation of the MRL-Z1. One tremendous idea from 2008 has come to fruition with the
completion of the new fire hall located in the north east corner of the MRL-Z1.

It’s been said that “if you’re not growing you are dying”, well Acheson is very much alive. In fact Acheson is
growing at such a rate that current services and infrastructure can barely sustain it. Acheson has seen new
buildings, new businesses and new industries like no other Industrial Area in Parkland County or Western
Canada for that fact. Along with the new steel and concrete have come new employees as well. According to
recent studies it is estimated that the employee population of Acheson may well be nearing 11,000 — that is
close to 500% growth over the last decade, and it is not slowing down.

We all know things change... it is how they change that will make the difference in the future growth potential of
Acheson.

Alberta Venture has consistently ranked Parkland County in the top ten Alberta places to do business and in
2013 they moved that rank to #1. Parkland County is also recognized on a world level, being named as one of
the “Smart 21 Intelligent Communities of the World” for 2014 by the New York-based Intelligent Community
Forum. Yes, Parkland County is a jewel within the Province of Alberta and Acheson is the “industrial jewel” of
Parkland County.

New development in Acheson accounts for close to 50% of all new development throughout all of Parkland
County, “industrial and residential combined”. The Acheson Industrial Area contributes a large portion to the
tax base within Parkland County.

All the above being said, and recognizing that Economic Development is a main focus of Parkland County, we
(the ABA) would like to extend our observations, assessments and suggestions of the current state of the MRL-
Z1 and what could further be done with this area to best address the concerns of not only the businesses of
Acheson but as well, the surrounding communities and developments which are affected by change to the MRL-
Z1 area, such as

- Osborne Acres

- Wagner Natural Area

- Parkland Big Lake

- Parkland Village

... Continued on page 2
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Based on the collective suggestions of our membership, and with respect to all other stakeholders we suggest
the MRL-Z1 area should not be left undeveloped, nor should it be portioned off for commercial developments, it
should be positively developed to embrace the current environment with a focus on enhancing the future
potential that is dormant.

For example; parts of the southern area of the MRL Z1 could be devoted to outdoor sports such as baseball
diamonds, and soccer fields and/or an outdoor skating rink. These facilities of course need some form of
shelter, perhaps small bleachers, a maintenance shed and parking.

For the northern area of the site, it makes sense to develop more structurally, and perhaps first, with a multi-
purpose building that could be constructed ideally with substantial parking and space for a transit terminal. The
structure could house a dividable meeting hall and/or gymnasium, perhaps a kitchen space to facilitate catering
for meetings and other functions. The list of potential use for this main structure is endless and would need a
proper evaluation to discover the most appropriate ones, not to mention the task of setting a priority of
completion order.

Process challenges aside and in keeping with the discussion nature of this paper we offer the following as a good
starting list:

- Aninterpretation center for the Wagner Natural Area

- Administrations offices

- Maintenance facilities

- Kitchen space to facilitate catering for meetings and other functions

- A restaurant or convenience store

- Postal facilities

- Possible new business incubation facilities

Potential occupancy of the new structure is far-reaching but immediately apparent could be an outreach office
of Parkland County, Admin offices of the ABA, and perhaps an open meeting area or boardroom that could be
shared by many of the regions associations such as;

- Wagner Natural Area Society

- Osborne Acres Association

- Parkland Big Lake Community Association
Just to name a few.

We envision the MRL-Z1 area as a focus area for the Acheson Industrial Area and adjacent communities. An
area that can be used by all current citizens, businesses and community, an area to attract the eye of new
business and an area that befits the future growth of the “Industrial Jewel of Alberta”, the Acheson Industrial
Area.

Respectfully submitted by the Acheson Business Association, the purpose of the paper is to partner with
Parkland County with the forward thinking and planning required to positively shaping the growth of MRL-Z1
area. With this in mind the ABA would extend its further efforts to assist in discovery, planning and guidance
however it best fits within the structure of Parkland County.

In closing, we thank you for your attention and allowing us the opportunity to share our thoughts on this
subject. We welcome your feedback and appreciate your advice on the future process of this discussion.

Acheson Business Association Board of Directors
ENCLOSURE
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Acheson Business Association Board of Directors - current at March 18, 2014

President Roger Ward Morgan Construction & Environmental Ltd. 780-960-6966 Main
(MEMBER) 702 Acheson Rd., 780-717-1078 Cell
53016 Hwy 60 780-960-4696 Fax
Acheson, AB T7X 5A7 rward@mcel.ca
www.mcel.ca
Past Dale Allen Sci-Tech Engineered Chemicals 780-960-1200 Main
President & (MEMBER) 340 - 53016 Hwy 60 780-962-1201 Fax
Director Zone 3 Acheson, AB T7X 5A7 dallen@scitechinc.ca
www.scitechinc.com
Vice Ed Toupin AltaLink Management Ltd. 780-948-9992 Office
President (MEMBER) 26315 Twp. 531 780-499-4016 Cell
Acheson, AB T7X 5A3 www.altalink.ca ed.toupin@altalink.ca
Treasurer Cathy Dool Hayworth Equipment 780-962-9100 Main
(MEMBER) #202, 26229 TWP 531A 780-962-8758 Fax
Zone 2, Acheson Industrial Area cathy@hayworthequipment.com
Acheson, AB T7X 5A4 www.hayworthequipment.com
Secretary Mindy Smythe Nova Inn 587-336-9531 Cell
(MEMBER) 1, 26302 Twp 531A 780-732-5719 Fax
Acheson, AB T7X 5A5 Mindy_s@novahotels.ca
www.novainnacheson.ca
Director Terry Janzen Strongco Corporation 780-948-3517 Main
(MEMBER) 120A, 26230 Twp. 531A 780-948-3540 Fax
Acheson, AB T7X 5A4 www.strongco.com 780-940-1416 Cell
tjianzen@strongco.com
Director Ursula Buller KB Industrial Mechanics Ltd. 780-960-5246 Main
(MEMBER) 113, 53016 Hwy 60 780-960-5232 Fax
Acheson, AB T7X 5A7 Ursula@kbim.ab.ca
www.kbim.ab.ca
Associate Sheldon Jacobs KPMG Management Services LLP 780-429-7331 Main
Director (ASSOCIATE 10125-102 Street 780-429-7379 Fax
MEMBER) Edmonton, AB T5J 3V8 sfiacobs@kpmg.ca
www.kpmg.ca
Associate Natalie Birnie Mobotech Inc. 780-862-9869 Main
Director (ASSOCIATE 1433A Parkland Drive 780-963-2940 Fax
MEMBER) Stony Plain, AB T7Z 1X4 nbirnie29@gmail.com
Associate Kevin Weidlich Edmonton Economic Development Corp. 780-917-7890 Main
Director (Ex-OFFICIO) 5t Floor, 9990 Jasper Ave. 780-425-4715 Fax
Edmonton, AB T5J 1P7 Kweidlich@edmonton.com
www.edmonton.com
Associate Tom Koep Parkland County 780-968-8406 Main
Director (EX-OFFICIO) 53109A HWY 779 780-968-8413 Fax
Parkland County, AB tkoep@parklandcounty.com
T7Z 1R1 www.parklandcounty.com
Legal Tyler Perozni Tyler Perozni 780-962-8400 Main
Counsel (LEGAL COUNCIL) 202, 636 King Street 780-962-8414 Fax
Spruce Grove, AB T7X 4K5 tyler@peroznilaw.com
Executive Jim Wooley Acheson Business Association 780-960-0699 Main
Director 34, 53016 Hwy 60 780-960-0353 Fax
Acheson, AB T7X 5A7 jwooley@achesonbusiness.com
/Acheson
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