
LAKE WABAMUN:
Fallis Informal Launch Area

At Coal Point

I.  BEFORE RESTORATION





Properties along Beach Way.  





Beach Way Informal Launch:  April 2015.  The grassy area on the right with 3 large bird houses
was once a substantial mound and over the past 5-6 years has shrunk considerably.  



East End of Launch (Road Allowance is to the right, not visible) showing water accumulation 
and adjacent properties substantially impacted at the East end of Beach Way, Fallis.



Beach Way, Winter 2015.  Road Allowance is on the other side of “Birdhouse Island”.



Beach Way, March 2015.  Trucks in background parked in Road Allowance; others parked
on beachfront.  Note access point between groups of trucks which is on Crown property.



Winter 2015:  Illegal parking along Beach Way, looking east to Coal Point.



Beach Way looking towards Coal Pont.  Winter 2015.  All of Beach Way is a No Parking Zone.



Ice Break-up at informal launch Spring 2015.  “Birdhouse Island” shown on the right, to the 
East of  the Road Allowance which is in the foreground.
.  



Ice Breakup, Spring 2015.  “Birdhouse Island” is on the left.  Road Allowance is at
the far end on the other side of the “Birdhouse Island”.  





II:  RESTORE vs. DESTROY

“EARTH DAY” RESTORATION OF SEVERELY

DAMAGED LAUNCH AREA:  SPRING, 2015.



Broader view of Beach Way; Road Allowance in background behind birdhouses.  Approximately
$7-8,000.00 was spent by environmentally concerned residents and stakeholders for this Earth
Day Project.  This included leveling out the substantial mud-hole and turn-around used illegally
on the beachfront (Crown land).  



This photo was taken in April, 2015.  Restoration included berms
to prevent illegal driving over beachfront, indigenous trees
and shrubs, and sod.  



Informal Launch Site, Winter 2016:  All of these trucks were parked over existing
shrubs and sodded berms.





Shoreline Along Beach
Way, April 2016



WILDLIFE ADVERSELY IMPACTED BY OVER-USE

OF INFORMAL BOAT LAUNCH

These photos were taken within 400’ to

450’ feet of the informal launch site.



These are part of a group of 23 pelicans just off Beach Way (Coal Point in background).  
Taken just after ice breakup, Spring 2014.  They did not return for remainder of summer.



Blue Heron, Summer 2014.  Taken from west end of Beach Way, approx. 400’ from launch area.



Sysco Food Truck, Beach Way, June 2015, making weekly delivery to YoWoChAs Camp,
which operates year-round for approximately 6,000 participants. In addition to this and other 
service vehicles for the YWCA Camp at Fallis, there are approximately 225 school buses 
plus parents’ vehicles during the September-June school year plus 2 buses twice
weekly in summer (32 total) plus parents’ vehicles, bringing in the 6,000 children and adults 
participating each year in YWCA outdoor educational programs.



t

Earth Day Project, April 2015, to repair/restore beach front severely
damaged by boat launching and ice fishing.  No materials were brought
anywhere close to water or within Provincial Environment’s domain.
Project included half day volunteer garbage pick-up from Beach Way to
Highway 16 which  yielded numerous bags of beer cans, liquor bottles,
fast food wrappers and containers



Blue Heron with muskrat (background) Spring 2015.  Approximately 400’ west of informal launch



Geese and goslings from Wetlands behind Beach Way, Spring 2015.  Approximately
400’ from informal boat launch site.  





Boaters with Geese and Ducks, Summer 2014.  Beach Way west of informal launch site.  
This beach front is home to muskrats, beavers, geese, ducks, Red-Winged Blackbirds, 
Purple Martins, and others; and is 400’ west of informal launch site.  



Geese and Snow-Geese Fall of 2014.  



“WATERFOWL REPRODUCTIVE SUCCESS IS 
UNKNOWN, BUT IS HIGHLY DEPENDENT ON

THE QUALITY OF FEEDING AND NESTING 
HABITAT IN UPLANDS AND WETLANDS.  IN 
ADDITION, HUMAN OR PREDATOR 
DISTURBANCE CAN NEGATIVELY IMPACT 
REPRODUCTIVE SUCCESS”

(P. 105, Subwatershed Study Phase I)



Moose Calf on Beach Way, Winter 2013





“Birdhouse Island” area to the west of Road Allowance.  This has for many years been
the home of numerous Purple Martins though in the past few years their numbers are 
diminishing, possibly since when boats are launched, (particularly when they are nesting
or their young are about to fly), they become very agitated.   These birds nest only in man-
made houses; and these 3 have historically been maintained by adjacent property owners.
According to The Edmonton Journal (Wednesday, July 9, 2014 p. A9) their population is 
plummeting.  The Western Grebe, already devastated by a prior oil spill, is now on the 
Threatened Species List  from loss of shoreline habitat disturbed by human activity 
(Edmonton Journal, Thursday, July 31, 2013, p. A9.



No Wake Zone buoys, purchased by approximately 15 lakefront
owners at a cost of approximately $420 each.



Speed Bumps and signage paid for and installed by Fallis lakefront 
owners along Beach Way.  This property is immediately adjacent 
to the informal launch area, though they occur elsewhere.







III:  CURRENT STATE OF
BEACH WAY, FALLIS



















SOLUTIONS?





FALLIS:  “Riparian Health has
Been reduced for a considerable
Length of shoreline with 34%
highly impaired and 9% moderately”

Stantec:  Phase I, Wabamun Lake
Subwatershed Land Use Study, p. 92



PHASE II BOAT LAUNCH STUDY:
Section 9.0 “Recommendations”
Secondary (Fallis) locations continue
“for use by adjacent residents” with
“formal access controls”



CALGARY HERALD,
May 21st, 2015.  This was 1 of
7 high-risk boats coming from
a mussel-contaminated province
or state.  

Cost:  $75 million annually if
they established themselves
In Alberta’s lakes & rivers 



“And one
Mussel can
infest an
entire lake”



ENTITLEMENT
CANNOT
TRUMP

THE ENVIRONMENT


