
Jackfish Lake 
Limits to Total Development Potential



Jackfish Lake Management Association (JLMA)

• Mission
–voluntary organization

–provide for the management and conservation of 
Jackfish Lake for present and future generations

–offering Lake users educational and recreational 
opportunities that support stewardship of the Lake 
and its surroundings as a natural resource.



Jackfish Lake State of the Watershed Report 
(2016)

Author: North Saskatchewan Watershed Alliance (NSWA)

• Purpose
– Consolidate environmental information on Jackfish Lake and its watershed in 

an effort to support future planning and management discussions.

– Submitted to JLMA, Alberta Environment and Parks, and Parkland County.

• Conclusions
– Jackfish Lake under significant development and recreational pressure

– Long-term water level declines and declining water quality

– Blue green algal advisory 2015, and significant fish kill during winter 2016.

– Action is required to prevent further degradation and to protect the lake 
for future generations.



It’s a Delicate Balancing Act for a Small 
Lake

• Jackfish Lake offers a great escape from 
everyday life

• No one wants their escape to include traffic 
jams at the boat launch, and collisions or 
injuries on the water.

• Increasing lake use
– Results in declining environmental quality, user 

enjoyment and safety.

• Long run outcome
– Over usage results in less enjoyable, unhealthy 

lakes and can translate to economic loss in the 
recreation and tourism industries and, declining 
property values.



Jackfish Lake Area Structure Plan (1996)

• Section 2.2.3 – Social Limiting Factors

• Section 2.2.4 – Boating Carrying Capacity

– Calculation based on fact that “each water oriented recreational 
activity requires a certain amount of water surface in order to 
occur safely”.

– Produces a total development potential for a lake.

– Concluded that “Jackfish Lake had exceeded its carrying 
capacity”.
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Source: Recreational Carrying Capacity in Lakes (Doshi 2002)
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‘I thought I was dead’: 
Alberta Man Recalls Boat Accident 

“I want people to never have the 

experience of what I’m going through 

right now”.  CBC News, Aug 2017



Conclusions and Recommendations

• ASP 1996

– Jackfish Lake has “exceeded carrying capacity“

– “Any additional development is done in such a manner as to not further aggravate 
water quality and boating capacity concern”.

– Limit shoreline development density!

– No “Keyhole” or “Funnel” development for back lot access!

Limit land-use development – don’t add to the 

lake capacity problems, safety risks and declining 

water quality!


