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Plans progressing on chapel

Photo by Marcia Love Reporter/Examiner

Hooe Christian Reform Church's century-old chapel is

¡eino nanded over to a local society, which will first

tocuõ on roof repairs and painting the building this

summef.

By Marcia Love

Rep/Ex Staff

Hooe Christian Reformed
ct-ttrrËn't century-old chapel will
be remaining a Part of the com-
munitv for years to come, thanks
to the ófforti of a local grouP.

A society has been formed fo¡
the preservation of the old church
buiiding. The grouP had its first
meeting on APril 12, with its sèven
founding directors Present.

A-fter i1 became Public that the
white clapboard church Ìocated
on HighwaY 16 north of StonY
Ptain Èad been Put uP for sale for
$1 in an effort to keeP it Preserved
and in use, several members of the

communitY took action to ensure
it wouldn't leave the site where it
was built in 1912.

The chaPel was Put uP for sale

online through Kijiji over a Year
ago, with the intention the buYer
wäuld move it to a new location'
But several residents didn't want
to see it go, and in Ianuary the
congregation decided to accept an

offer from the local group.
"We're off to a reallY strong

start," said Russ Graff, a Town of
Stonv Plain councillor and former
outtót of the church who is sPear-

ileadine the plan' "We have a really
sood tËam, and I'm imPressed
iuit¡r tft. people that we have with
our initial board of directors. Hav-
ins such a taiented grouP is a huge
beîefit, and we havê a reallY goo$

working relationshiP
with the HoPe congrega-
tionl'

The board of directors
is comprised of Reuben
Bauer (historian), Patri-
cia Auger-LaChance
(treasurer), Louis Bour-
assa (secretarY), Del-
tra PowneY, Matthew
Blimke, f osey Hitesman
and Graff (President).

Graff expects the soci-
ety will have Ìimited
funds in the first Year'
but thev intend to com.
plete urgentlY needed
work.

"We hoPe to do some

as well as develoPing a strategic
olan which will require Profes-
sional assessment of the structurai
needs.

"We want to Proceed with cau-
tion so as not tò harm the build-
ing's historic value and Potential
as a designated historic resource
of the province," Graffnoted.

The grouP is hoPing to make
arrangðmen1s.to have the church
remaln on the same Parcel of
Iand as Hope Christian Reformed
Church's óurrent church build-
ing, which was constructed in the
I9B0s.

The soal is to maintain the his-
toric välue of the church, which
could potentially be oPen to the
publicior speciaì occasions, such
äs weddings, Graff said'

"What we're talking about is a
long-term Plan so that the church
wlli be thãre even after we're
sone," Graffsaid. "We want to have

it preserved for future generations,
and that's going to require a care-
ful and studied aPProaclrJ'

A membershþdrive is exPected
to be held in the fall.

The societY will be meeting
again in MaY and June and invites
aúvone interested in finding out
more informaúon about the $oup
to contact Graff or anY of the direc-
tors,

' 
mloue@Postmedia'.com
Tw itter i E Mar ci aTheL o u elY

Ë,i¡ Hlstorfcal Resourceç

Goat

Fsllclss

IiTo 
congib$t6 tç the prêspr{*tiûn, rehabi¡tâlian and reü1e of historical resourct

: including archeologicsl and palaaofrtolog¡sffl rssourcss. 
16

1 Municipalitles are encüurâged t9 idenlf: it :sn$l{tãlûn 
wlth Albê

Cãmmlnity nevefopmànt, 
-significant hiitorical resourc*s witilin ì¡

boundaries.

Within tha scope ot their iurisdiction, mun¡Ëipålities are encourågsd

åonii¡n"t* to the preservåtiûn ã1d ðnhancãrnent the histsrical resÛufl

identi{ied ¡n scccrJanqe wilh policy #1 so that those resourcËs may

ßÊd and snlÕyed ùy present anO tuture generation*'î?

painting this
summer and
other things that
need immedi-
ate attention,
like getting a

leak in the roof
netch ed.l' he
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