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Agricultural Service Board Update



WHO WE ARE

Public Members
• Susan Schafers, Chair
• Chett Wild
• Julie Burger
• Sarah Leteta
• George Greenhough
• Trevor Weiss

Council Members
Ben Jespersen– Division 3
John McNab– Division 6



WHAT WE DO

• Meet requirements of the Agricultural Service Board Act 

• Provide advice to the Provincial Minister of Agriculture and Council in
matters of mutual concern

• Advise on regulatory matters under the Weed Control Act, Agricultural
Pest Act, Soil Conservation Act and act as an appeal body for these
Acts

• Assist in control of animal disease under the Animal Control Act

• Promote, enhance and protect viable and sustainable agriculture with a
view of improving the economic viability of the agriculture producer

• Advise on agriculture policies to meet the needs of Parkland County



ANNUAL DELIVERABLES



2025 EMERGENT ITEMS



STRATEGIC ADVICE

• MDP/LUB Update
• Provincial ASB Priorities
• Road Safety 
• Extension Goals
• Ag Plastics Recycling
• Farm Saved Seed 
• RMA Resolutions
• County Ag Services



STRATEGIC ADVICE- Policy 



STRATEGIC ADVICE- Funding

Heartland Training and Support Hub
• Request for additional funding per 

student reached in Parkland
• Safety Smarts delivery during the 

2024–2025 school year within 
Parkland County included:

• 53 Safety Smarts presentations
• 1218 students reached
• 6 schools visited

Recommendation: To increase funding 
to HTSH as allowable within current 
budget



ADVOCACY- Resolution Success!

• Farm Family Award 
resolution presented at 
2025 provincial 
conference

• Alberta Association of 
Agricultural Societies 
announced the fall that 
they will renew the 
award program 

• Award will be presented 
every other year starting 
in 2027 for Parkland 
County 



ADVOCACY-Provincial Conference 

• Representatives from the ASB attended the Provincial Conference in January
• 8 resolutions passed
• Highlights: 

• Strychnine Emergency Use
• Rural Water Infrastructure Funding
• Emissions Limits Exemption
• Rat Control Program Modernization

• On-Farm Meat Processing Review
• CFIA & PMRA Reforms
• Vacant Biological Control Scientist 

Position
• Livestock Traceability Regulation 

Changes



ADVOCACY- Co-operative Agribusiness Grant 

• A letter was sent to Minister Sigurdson 
on June 23, 2025 

• expressed support for the 
development of a grant program aimed 
at sustaining and modernizing Alberta’s 
network of cooperative seed and grain 
processing facilities. 

• The proposed grant would enable:
• equipment and processing line 

modernization;
• facility expansion or new builds to 

increase capacity;
• adoption of technology to 

improve productivity; and
• enhanced services to meet local 

and export market needs



2025 Growing Season Outcome



Agricultural Tour

• Successful tour provided to Council, committee 
members, and senior administration to showcase 
agricultural services and ALUS projects



CELEBRATING AGRICULTURE 2025 PRODUCER DINNER



PRODUCER ENGAGEMENT- Survey Results

• Surveyed producers on: 
• Learning opportunities
• Pest surveillance interest
• Service level satisfaction
• ALUS incentives
• Communications tactics
• Future speakers and booths
• Provincial resolution support



PRODUCER ENGAGEMENT- Survey Results

• Results indicated:
• Interest in learning more about 

grants, farm transition planning 
and new technologies

• Interest in tracking herbicide 
resistance, clubroot and 
fusarium 

• High satisfaction (over 50%) 
with mowing, and agricultural 
communications service levels

• Support for increased weed 
enforcement, weed 
management on municipal 
reserves, pest survey diversity



ROAD SAFETY COMMUNICATIONS



EXTENSION AND OUTREACH



SUPPORTING 4-H



SUPPORTING RURAL YOUTH

Awarded bursaries to 4 Parkland County students in agriculture-
related post secondary studies

Winners: Rylee Rogers, Blake Klein, Peta Kendall-Price, And Levi Leteta

CONGRATULATIONS!



2026 WORK PLAN

• Impacts of Energy Development on the 
Agricultural Industry

• Management of On Farm Energy 
Infrastructure

• Agricultural Value Chain System Development
• Agriculture First Policy Development
• Impacts of Water Challenges on Producers




	Slide Number 1
	WHO WE ARE
	WHAT WE DO
	ANNUAL DELIVERABLES
	2025 EMERGENT ITEMS
	STRATEGIC ADVICE
	STRATEGIC ADVICE- Policy 
	STRATEGIC ADVICE- Funding
	ADVOCACY- Resolution Success!
	ADVOCACY-Provincial Conference 
	ADVOCACY- Co-operative Agribusiness Grant 
	2025 Growing Season Outcome
	Agricultural Tour
	CELEBRATING AGRICULTURE
	PRODUCER ENGAGEMENT- Survey Results
	PRODUCER ENGAGEMENT- Survey Results
	ROAD SAFETY COMMUNICATIONS
	EXTENSION AND OUTREACH
	SUPPORTING 4-H
	SUPPORTING RURAL YOUTH
	2026 WORK PLAN
	Slide Number 22

