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COUNCIL NOTICE OF MOTION

Date of Meeting: February 28,2017

To: Council

From: Councillor Phyllis Kobasiuk

Re: NOTTCE OF MOTION - Capital Region Ladies Forum

Take notice that at a Regular Meeting of Council on February 28,2017, Councillor Phyllis Kobasiuk will
MOVE:

"THAT Council approve the Capital Region Ladies Forum which will potentially be hosted by the Tri-

Region Councils (Parkland County, City of Spruce Grove and Town of Stony Plain). This is a one day

event with an estimated cost of approximately 53,000.00. The expense would be divided among the
three municipalities. Funds would be supported through the Chief Administrative Officer's
contingency budget."

lnformation Supporting the Notice of Motion

Purpose:

To provide a network for women in local government to enhance confidence in leadership and
communication skills. The annual Caucus affords mentorship and education through an informative
speaker and area tour. The scheduled tour of the Tri Region will showcase achievements in economic
development, agriculture and community development. Registration will be held at the TLC. The

tour will include the Spruce Grove Grain Elevator, Acheson Business Park, the Devonian Botanic
Garden and the speaker will present over lunch at the Stony Plain Multicultural Heritage Centre. The

Caucus will gain an understanding of collaboration, financing and overall operation of these facilities

and sites.

Summary and background:

City of Edmonton Councillor Bev Essinger initiated the Capital Region Women's Caucus in 2015.

Strathcona County hosted in 2016 and Parkland County Councillors reported the event to Council May

2016 indicating the Tri Region volunteered to host in20"17. Agenda items were invited from Tri

Region women Councillors in the fall of 2016 and an organizing meeting was held February 6,2017.

The outcome of the Caucus is supportive of the City of Edmonton Women's lnitiative developed by
Mayor and Council to foster and promote equality, opportunity in access to services, justice and
inclusion for women. This Caucus also supports direction of the Government of Alberta's mandate
for fifty percent women's representation in Ministry appointments, the Government of Canada Status



of Women goals, The Federation of Canadian Municipalities Standing Committee on promoting
women's leadership in government and goal to achieve thirty per cent elected representation.
Alberta Association of Municipal Districts and Counties along with the Alberta Urban Municipalities
Association and Alberta Municipal Affairs sponsor the Peer Mentor Program where Parkland County
has volunteer representation from Council. Benefits from the Women's Caucus are directly
implemented in the Peer Mentor Program.

Strategic Plan lmplication - Regional Strategy Priority Area with governance and leadership from
Council in 2017 Municipal Election year.

Cost - registration fee for participants along with S 1,000 (Spruce Grove and Stony Plain will each fund
S 1,000 through authorization of budget under Office of CAO similar to hosting of events like Tri

Region Golf and Capital Region Golf tournaments).

Background support:

As part of this year's pre-conventíon events, AUMA's Status of Women Task Force hosted a
panel discussion on how to encourage the participation of women in municipal government.

The sold-out panel was moderated by the Honourable Danielle Larivee, Minister of Municipal
Affairs and included Mayor Charlene Smylie, Mayor Tara Veer, Dr. Cristina Stasia, Kerry Cundal,

and Lana Cuthbertson. Panelists discussed the many challenges faced by women pursuing
politics, as well as ways to overcome these challenges.

Another way to help address sexism and encourage women's participation in local polítics is

to begin telling different kinds of stories. Lana Cuthbertson noted the importance of
highlighting women's experiences in local politics, as well as holding the media accountable
in their representations of women in politics.

Beyond this, panelists highlighted the need for women to leverage their personal

relationships and support networks to help overcome barriers and build a foundation for a

successful campaign. Kerry Cundal pointed out that sometimes it is easier for women to
develop strong networks of support in smaller communities than in larger cities.
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