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WHO WE ARE

Public Members
• Susan Schafers, Chair
• Ben Jespersen, Vice Chair
• Chett Wild
• Julie Burger
• Sarah Leteta
• George Greenhough
• Trevor Weiss

Council Members
Natalie Birnie – Division 4
Kristina Kowalski– Division 2



WHAT WE DO

• Provide advice to the Provincial Minister of Agriculture and 
Council in matters of mutual concern,

• Advise on regulatory matters under the Weed Control Act, 
Agricultural Pest Act, Soil Conservation Act and act as an 
appeal body for these Acts,

• Assist in control of animal disease under the Animal Control 
Act,

• Promote, enhance and protect viable and sustainable 
agriculture with a view of improving the economic viability of 
the agriculture producer,

• Promote and develop agriculture policies to meet the needs 
of Parkland County.



2024 WORK PLAN



REGULATORY FUNCTIONS- Weed Inspection
2024 Focus Areas



REGULATORY FUNCTIONS

• 2000 weed inspections, 493 
doorhangers, 440 consults

• Inspected many new properties

• 4 notices, 0 enforcements

• Mowed 4300km of roads

• Low numbers on most crop pest 
surveys



2024 Growing Season Outcome

• Favorable weather Aug-Sept 
allowed rapid harvest

• Crop yield 102.8% 5-yr 
average

• Region could benefit from 
additional moisture at end of 
growing season



STRATEGIC ADV ICE TO COUNCIL

• AUC Pause on Renewables
• MDP/LUB Update
• Prime Agricultural Land
• Emergency Response Plan
• Drought Management Plan
• ESA Policy Framework
• Farm Communications
• Extension Goals
• Fertilizer Bylaw
• Weed Enforcement



ADV OCACY-Regional Conference

• Hosted annual regional conference 
• Over 80 attendees
• Highlighted Explore Parkland and Parkland ALUS
• Theme: Energy Development in Agriculture 

• Presentations from AER and Farmer’s Advocate Office



ADV OCACY- Resolution



ADV OCACY-Provincial Conference

• Representatives from the ASB attended the Provincial 
Conference in January

• 6 of 13 resolutions supported 
• Highlights: 

• Drought monitoring
• Renewable energy
• Weed control
• AgKnow funding
• Ag Education funding
• Lobbying Inclusion 



ADV OCACY- Bill C-293

• An Act respecting pandemic 
prevention and preparedness

• Send letter to the Senate
• Concerns with:

• Clarity
• Vague language 
• Federal government overreach
• Inconsistencies/inefficiencies 

with existing frameworks



Congratulations
Manfred Kanehl 

2024 Alberta Agriculture Hall of Fame Inductee



CELEBRATING AGRICULTURE 2024 PRODUCER DINNER



EXTENSION AND OUTREACH- Survey Results

• Top rental equipment: Billion 10 Ft 
Seeder & Soil Sampler

• Top learning opportunities: grants, 
infrastructure maintenance, weed 
control, new tech, commercial 
business development

• Most important environmental 
feature: water, soil, biodiversity

• Clubroot notification: Split vote
• Ag Equipment sign locations



EXTENSION AND OUTREACH



SUPPORTING 4-H



SUPPORTING RURAL YOUTH

Awarded bursaries to 5 Parkland County students in agriculture-
related post secondary studies

Winners: Ayla Kendall-Price, Brody Laackman, Charlotte Fairbank, Travis Wagner, & Tyler Visser

CONGRATULATIONS!



FUTURE OUTLOOK 

• Energy Development on Prime Ag Land
• Weed Enforcement
• Cooperative Opportunities
• Education & Extension 
• Energy Infrastructure Impacts to Ag
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