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Weed Management

Overarching Goals

1.

County lands are free of
prohibited noxious weeds and
noxious weeds are controlled.
Protect agricultural lands
Protect environmentally

sensitive areas

Additionally

1.

Provide transparent service
levels to residents.
Communicate program
goals and processes.
Voluntary compliance.
Complete inspections
consistently and fairly.
Support our agricultural

community.



Focus Areas Approach
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Weed Inspection
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Weed Management
on County Properties

Integrated Pest Management

» Roadside chemical application

* Maintain facilities, service yards, boat launches,
industrial sites

* Generally complaint-driven

* Proactive management in focus areas

Weed Control
In Progress
PLEASE AVOID THE AREA

It is safe to return when the
sign is removed.

Questions? Call 780-968-8467



Mowing
Program

Current Service Level:

* Purpose: weed control

* Frequency: once annually
* Extent: entire ROW

e Priorities: Collector roads & focus areas

Additional Benefits:
* Aesthetics

* Visibility

* Fire Prevention

* General Maintenance

Other Considerations:

*  Other property mowed as required for weed control
* Integrated approach with chemical application



2026 Roadside Mowing Plan
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Resident
Cconcerns

Roadside Mowing

* Investigated by Team Lead when certain criteria are met
« Common themes: visibility, intersection safety, damage,
and missed areas

Weeds on County Land

+ Triaged by Team Lead
*  Prioritized & addressed as resources allow
» Historically completed before end of August

Weeds on Private Property

* Assigned to dedicated Weed Inspector
* Inspection & compliance through standard process

Other Concerns

* Inspectors entering private property
* Reserve looks messy/fire hazard



2026 Program
Improvement

Herbicide & equipment
modifications

Status tracking & proactive
management

Increased transparency &
communication




Communications

Website Updates

Clear program information

Better resident guidance

More FAQs

Newsletter Features

Highlight key messages

Address priority concerns

Social Media Plan

* Focus areas

* Roadside mowing updates
*  Weatherimpacts

* Sweet clover awareness

* Landowner responsibilities

* Proactive education

SWEET CLOVERAND
ROADSIDE MOWING

You may notice tall white or yellow plants
growing along roadsides and ditches
ummer. Tl ares t clov

Sweet clover is not listed as a noxious weed,
50 it does not have to be controlled under
regulation in Alberta. However, it does spread
very quickly. In its second year, it can grow 3 to
8 feet tall and produce hundreds of thousands
of seeds. These seeds can stay in the soil for up
to 30 years.

Large patches can block sight lines at
intersections, attract wildlife closer to roads,
and crowd out native plants.

HOW THE COUNTY MANAGES
SWEET CLOVER

Parkland County manages sweet clover
through its roadside mowing and weed
management program, which is part of the
County’s Integrated Pest Management (IPM)
plan. Roadside mowing is done for weed
control only, not for appearance.

Mowing work starts in designated focus areas
but continues across the County throughout

the summer. Focus areas rotate annually.
Some years, your area may be mowed early;
in other years, it may be one of the last areas

completed. The mowing program usually
starts around June 15th.

Collector roads, which carry more traffic than
local roads, are prioritized because they have
a higher risk of weed spread. Where possible,
roadsides are mowed once per year from the
shoulder to the property line. Some parts of
focus areas may receive blanket herbicide
treatment, while other areas are spot treated
when weeds are identified.

Because sweet clover is common across
the County, mowing schedules cannot be
changed for individual requests.

Municipal and Environmental Reserves are
not included in the County’s regular mowing
program. Weed concerns in these areas may
be handled through focus area work or on
as-needed basis as resources allow.

With this approach we aim to support
responsive service delivery while
supporting natural landscapes and
sustainable agriculture.
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Key Takeaways

Weed management programs:

* Meet legislative requirements (mostly)

* Reduce spread of invasive plants

* Use resources effectively

* C(lear, consistent service delivery

» Protect agricultural land and sensitive environments

* Resident understanding:

*  What the County will do
*  Where the priorities lie
* How they can participate
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Discussion
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