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Introduction 
This “What We Heard” Report has been prepared by Parkland County in cooperation with Lac 
Ste. Anne County in support of Parkland County Bylaw 2018-19 Parkland County and Lac Ste. 
Anne County Intermunicipal Development Plan (IDP). 

The report describes the public engagement process, outlines the stakeholders involved, and 
summarizes stakeholder feedback. 
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Public Engagement Objectives 
1. Inform Parkland County and Lac Ste. Anne County residents of IDP goals 
2. Encourage feedback from residents on IDP policies 
3. Consult stakeholders on draft IDP policies 

 

Identified Stakeholders 

EXTERNAL STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT 

 Intermunicipal Development Plan Open House 
o Parkland County 

 Mayor & Council 
 Residents within 800 m of county municipal boundary (IDP area) 
 County residents 
 Agencies and organizations  

o Lac Ste. Anne County 
 Mayor & Council 
 Residents within 800 m of county municipal boundary (IDP area) 
 County residents 
 Agencies and organizations 

INTERNAL STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT 

 Parkland County 
o Development Services staff were provided regular project updates via group 

meetings 
 Lac Ste. Anne County 

o Information sharing and project updates occurred on a regular basis between 
Parkland County and Lac Ste. Anne County 
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Methods of Engagement 
Parkland County focused on traditional engagement methods to engage the public and 
stakeholders. 

 Open House Advertisements  
o The open house advertisement was published in the following publications for 

three (3) consecutive weeks in advance of the open house  
 Spruce Grove Examiner 
 Stony Plain Reporter 
 Community Voice  

o A copy of the advertisement can be found in Appendix A. 
 

 Social Media 
o Residents were notified of the open house via Parkland County’s social media 

accounts including: 
 Parkland County Facebook page 
 Parkland County Twitter page 
 Parkland County website 

 
 Open House Notification Letter 

o A notification letter was sent out to all landowners within the Plan Area. The 
letter invited residents to the open house and provided a brief overview of the 
purpose of the IDP.  

o A copy of the letter can be found in Appendix B.  
 

 Public Open House 
o September 25th, 2018; 5:00 P.M. – 7:00 P.M.; Manly Hall, Parkland County 
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What We Heard 

OPEN HOUSE QUESTIONS/COMMENTS 

The following questions/comments occurred during the open house. As these were in-person and 
verbal, the question/comment and county response has been paraphrased while maintaining as much 
accuracy as possible. 

Resident Question/Comment County Response 
• Several residents expressed confusion over 

why the Plan is being developed, and what is 
the overall purpose of the Plan. 

• Parkland County and Lac Ste. Anne County 
staff stated that the completion of the 
Intermunicipal Development Plan (IDP) is a 
new requirement under the Government of 
Alberta. Staff stated that the purpose of the 
Plan is to confirm and reinforce future land 
uses (i.e. in the next 30+ years) for lands of 
either side of the municipal boundary. 
 

• Several residents were concerned that 
development was happening right now – 
and both counties were gathering feedback 
on a specific development. 

• Staff from both counties expressed that the 
Plan is a “future looking plan” for how lands 
along county boundaries will be developed 
– and that the Plan doesn’t propose any 
specific development. 
 

• Staff also stated that future land uses in the 
proposed IDP align to both counties’ 
Municipal Development Plans and Area 
Structure Plans for the area, and that both 
counties are not proposing any different 
land uses other than what is identified in 
these plans. 
 

• One resident was concerned that the Plan is 
done and that residents have not been 
properly consulted on the Plan. 

• Staff from both counties stressed that the 
Plan has to be done on a very quick timeline 
mandated by the Government of Alberta (i.e. 
approximately 2 years). Staff also expressed 
that residents from both counties will have 
an opportunity to voice their opinions 
during the public hearing process. 
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Resident Question/Comment County Response 
• One resident expressed concern over the 

state of creeks and streams within Parkland 
County and the effect that gravel operations 
have had on the local ecosystems and 
natural drainage within both Counties, 
specifically the effect on Devil’s Lake (Lac 
Ste. Anne County). 
 

• Parkland County staff expressed that the IDP 
is a high-level plan that directs how lands 
along the boundary will be developed. Staff 
highlighted draft policies in the IDP that 
pertain to responsible resource extraction 
(e.g. Policy 6.10 and Policy 6.11) and 
ecosystem health and watershed 
management (e.g. Policy 7.4 and Policy 7.7). 
The resident was encouraged to provide 
their comments on these policies.   
 

• Additionally, staff highlighted that future 
gravel extraction operations would have to 
be in compliance with the relevant 
municipal, provincial, and federal 
regulations. In Parkland County’s case, this 
would include Municipal Development Plan 
Bylaw 2017-14 which addresses surface and 
groundwater resources (MDP Section 10), as 
well as requirements for responsible 
resource extraction (MDP Section 5). 
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DISPLAY BOARD QUESTIONS/COMMENTS 

The following questions/comments were placed on the feedback areas of the open house display 
boards. These areas were designed to encourage stakeholders to question or comment on draft IDP 
policies through the use of sticky notes. 

Resident Question/Comment County Response 
• “Asphalt 633 Thanks!” [in reference to 

requesting improvements to the Provincial 
Highway] 
 

• This comment has been referred to Alberta 
Transportation. 
 

• IDP Policy 6.3 states that both counties will 
work together with Alberta Transportation 
to maintain a safe and effective 
transportation network within the Plan 
Area. 
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EXIT SURVEY QUESTIONS/COMMENTS 

The following questions/comments were written by open house attendees on a one page survey (see 
Appendix G and H). Stakeholders were asked to fill out the survey as they left the open house, and 
were encouraged to provide feedback that might improve future open house events.  

Resident Question/Comment County Response 
• “Would like to have opportunity to see final 

draft of IDP before it is ‘carved in stone.’” 
 
 

• “Concerned about municipalities in AB all 
having different bylaws regarding (cannabis) 
– would like to see the laws standardized 
across the province.” 
 
 
 
 
 

• “Please fix the mess you made (Parkland 
County) of TWP Road 540. It was 
downgraded from paved to a glorified dirt 
road with loose stones. Horrible!!! For the 
longest time I thought it was temporary but I 
guess the job is supposedly finished. An 
abomination!” 
 

• Residents will have the opportunity to view 
the IDP online and are invited to participate 
at the public hearing. 
 

• The IDP does not address changes related to 
the federal legalization of cannabis. Laws 
relating to the consumption/use of cannabis 
are subject to future Bylaws of the governing 
municipality while laws relating to the 
production and distribution of cannabis are 
subject to the Land Use Bylaw of the 
governing municipality. 
 

• This comment has been forwarded to 
Parkland County’s Engineering Services 
department.  
 

• “When you are doing this type of policy 
please just keep it clear & simple and don’t 
let the LAWYERS put back doors so that 
these policies could be used incorrectly.” 
 

• Staff will review the Plan for use of plain 
language where possible. 
 

• “More info on invite to what the open house 
was about.” 
 

• Administration will adapt future open house 
invitations to include more information on 
the scope of the open house, such as the 
inclusion of a “Frequently Asked Questions” 
sheet. 
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Resident Question/Comment County Response 
• “Provide a brief introduction as to the intent 

of the open house right at the start. 
 
Thanks for the info.” 
 

• Administration will make appropriate 
changes to open house materials as to 
immediately clarify the scope of future open 
houses. 
 

• “Hoped there would be specifics on 
development that is ongoing or planned on 
(border) lands.” 

• The IDP does not propose a specific 
development. It provides residents with 
assurance on future land use in the area as 
depicted on Map 1 of the Plan. 
 

 

 

Engagement Summary 
 The purpose of the open house was to gather information on the seven (7) main 

sections and accompanying policy of the Intermunicipal Development Plan 
o September 25th, 2018; 5:00 P.M. – 7:00 P.M.; Manly Hall, Parkland County 

 
 Forty-five (45) citizens attended 

o Seventeen (17) residents from Parkland County 
o Twenty-three (23) residents from Lac Ste. Anne County 
o Three (3) residents from the City of Edmonton 
o One (1) resident from the City of St. Albert 
o One (1) resident preferred not to say 

 
 Some open house attendees raised concerns about the future development of 

Provincial Highway 633. These residents were put in contact with Alberta 
Transportation to confirm the Province’s plans for its infrastructure.  
 

 Most concerns raised by open house attendees related to the purpose and intent 
of the Plan. However, once informed by Project Staff of the legislative 
requirement to complete the Plan, residents raised no major concerns directly 
related to the draft IDP policies or policy direction. 
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Figure 1: Photo taken at the entrance to the open house. 

 

 
Figure 2: Photo taken at the open house. 
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Appendix A: Public Open House Advertisement 
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Appendix B: Open House Notification Letter 
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Appendix C: Open House Notification Letter – Adjacent 
Landowners 
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Appendix D: Public Open House Display Boards 
Disclaimer: Appendix D represents information shared with the public at the Parkland County & 
Yellowhead County IDP open house and is not a final copy for approval. 
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Appendix E: Future Land Use Map 
Disclaimer: Appendix E represents information shared with the public at the Parkland County & 
Yellowhead County IDP open house and is not a final copy for approval. 
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Appendix F: Intermunicipal Development Plan 
Disclaimer: Appendix F represents information shared with the public at the Parkland County & 
Yellowhead County IDP open house and is not a final copy for approval. 
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Appendix G: Exit Survey 
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Appendix H: Completed Exit Surveys 
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